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Baptism of Our Lord
 

By Bishop Paul S. Loverde 
Special to the HERALD 
(From the Issue of Jan. 16, 2003) 

The following homily was given by Arlington 
Bishop Paul S. Loverde on Jan. 12, 2003, the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, at the 
Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington. 

Today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks 
a turning point: a turning-point in the Lord’s 
life, a turning pointing in our lives as members 
of His Body the Church and a turning point in 
the lives of our parish catechumen and 
candidates, who will enter the Church at the 
Easter Vigil. 

The sacred liturgy we celebrate today recalls 
the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by St. 
John the Baptist. The Gospel account just 
proclaimed in our midst describes this event. 
Jesus’ baptisms truly marked a turning point in 
His life as the Son of God made man. After 
years of quiet, ordinary living at Nazareth, 
unknown except to His mother, relatives, 
friends and townspeople, He was becoming a 
public person — "The Servant of the Lord." In 
Him was now beginning to be fulfilled the 
prophesy of Isaiah heard in today’s first 
reading: "Here is my servant … my chosen one 
… upon whom I put my spirit … I have called 
you for the victory of justice … I formed you, 
and set you… as a light for the nations…."  

When St. John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the 
Jordan, Jesus formally and consciously 
committed Himself to begin His public life — 
His ministry and mission as the Beloved Son of 

the Father and the Savior of all peoples. His 
was a ministry of preaching and healing, 
proclaiming that God’s kingdom or reign has 
come. His was the mission to invite all people 
to union with God, to authentic holiness, in a 
word, to salvation. The antiphon for Evening 
Prayer on the Vigil of the Feast of the Lord’s 
Baptism sums up so well the Lord’s ministry 
and mission, which began with His baptism. 
"Our Savior came to be baptized, so that 
through the cleansing water of baptism he 
might restore the old man to new life, heal our 
sinful nature and clothe us with unfailing 
holiness." Yes, the baptism by St. John the 
Baptist truly marked a turning point in the life 
of Jesus. 

Today’s observance of Jesus’ baptism reminds 
us of our baptism, that turning point in each of 
our lives whereby we become disciples of the 
Lord and members of His Body the Church. 
Whether it was many years ago or only 
recently, whether we were infants or adults, 
through the Sacrament of Baptism, you and I 
were born again through water and the Holy 
Spirit — born into a new way of life: a life of 
worship and of service. 

Before baptism, we were creatures of God; after 
baptism, we became and remain real, though 
adopted, sons and daughters of God, sharing 
His very life — sanctifying grace. Once 
baptized, we call God our Father in the 
community of the Church, with both the 
privilege and the responsibility to worship Him 
through daily prayer and through the 
celebration of the sacraments, especially the 
celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice. The 
Eucharist is at the heart of our prayer life. 
Receiving the Lord Jesus in Holy Communion 
enables us to become one with Him in a unique 
way and, through Him, one with each other. I 



 Page 2 

remind us to come forward in a reverent 
manner, bowing just before receiving the Lord 
Jesus, to signify our adoration and respect. 

Before baptism, we were members of the 
human family; after baptism, we became and 
remain united with one another as members of 
the Church established by Jesus Christ as a 
visible organized community and willed by 
Christ to be His Other Presence in the world as 
a sign uplifted among the nations. 

Moreover, this recalling of our baptism 
becomes the occasion for us today to recommit 
ourselves to living a new way of life, to living 
life differently because baptism truly marked a 
turning point in our lives. From then on — from 
now on — in ways proper to our individual 
vocations and to the various roles of service we 
exercise, roles that are not identical but 
complimentary, we must make holy, teach and 
serve in and through Christ Jesus. 

The turning point which baptism marked and 
caused in our lives means from now on that we 
live life with all its problems and uncertainties 
in a spirit of faith, hope and love; that we inject 
into our society huge dosages of compassion 
and forgiveness, of justice and peace; that we 
be the catalysts — agents of change — for a 
renewed morality in the personal, civic, 
political and social arenas of life; that we 
respect and protect human life from its 
beginning at conception all the way through to 
its end at natural death; that we live, united in 
faith and practice, in union with our Holy 
Father and with our bishops; that we find in our 
union with Jesus the strength to go about doing 
good and healing all those oppressed by the 
devil (cf. second reading) as we cling to the 
hope of one day sharing eternal life in heaven. 

Today also marks a turning point for our parish 
catechumen and candidates. Glenn Davey will 
be received into the order of catechumens, 
preparing for his initiation into the Christian 
faith by Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at 
the Easter Vigil. Cynthia Campbell, Kevin 
Reich and Sarah Reidy, already baptized, wish 
to complete their Christian initiation through 
Confirmation and Eucharist, likewise at the 

Easter Vigil. As we welcome them, we assure 
them of our prayer-filled support at this turning 
point in their lives. 

Finally, today’s feast also marks a turning point 
in the Church Year; today we end the Christmas 
season and tomorrow we begin "ordinary time." 
As we journey together through this turning 
point into the days and weeks ahead, may we 
make of "ordinary time" an "extraordinary 
time" of fidelity to God’s Word and Will. 
Holding one another in prayer and encouraging 
one another to do good, may we deepen the 
turning point of our baptism, so that we will 
live as God’s beloved sons and daughters in 
whom He will be well pleased (cf. Gospel).  
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Faithful Navigator’s Column 
 

There are a number of religious days of 
remembrance this month.  But, having visited 
the Baptism of Jesus site in the Jordan, a 
pleasant place and the same now as it was then, 
I have included an item that focuses on Jesus 
Baptism presented a few years ago by our 
Bishop. I hope it is of interest. 
 
We are planning to form a Chalice Team in the 
Assembly which requires several members for 
each presentation. I would like to have two 
deep at each position so that we have the 
flexibility to respond quickly with a full team in 
the event of a death. At this point, we have Sir 
Knights Al Grimmig, Joe Beres, Jason Seiler, 
John St Germain and me as volunteers for the 
team. If I have missed anyone, my apologies, 
but please let me know. I would appreciate 
hearing from anyone desiring to participate on 
the team at scoffman@moneymailer.com with 
your questions or desires. There will be practice 
sessions to get the scripts memorized and to 
coordinate the team. More details after the vote 
on whether this is something the Assembly 
supports. 
 
Here is wishing everyone a healthy and 
profitable New Year in 2007. 
 
Skip Coffman, Faithful Navigator 
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CAPTAIN'S LOG 
 

The meeting this month is Tuesday, January 23 
– the day after the March for Life. (I hope that 
many of you will support the March by 
volunteering as marshals.) Social time for the 
meeting is 6:30 PM, and dinner will be served 
at 7:00 P M.  The planned menu is Italian: 
salad, meatballs and sausage, pasta, broccoli, 
and ice cream. 
 
If you plan to attend, please make a reservation 
by getting in touch with me at 
beresjg@verizon.net or 703-631-4174. If you 
are on the regular dinner list, contact me if you 
are unable to make it. Please respond by noon, 
Sunday January 21. 
 
If you want to be added to the Regular Dinner 
List, please let me know. 
 
SK Joe Beres 
Captain 
 
Sir Knights on the Regular Dinner List: 
B. Beall              J. Beers                    J. Beres        
R. Coffman         K. Craddock           M. Diewald      
A. Grimmig         P. Hannon               C. Hebert       
T. Paolozzi          M. Paulucci             J. Seiler       
M. Shiel              P. St Laurent           T. Trudeau      
T. Wiedemer. 

Commander’Swords 
 

Lately, Color Corps’ participation is down.  
Please join us and show your true colors as a 
Patriotic Catholic Gentleman. 
 
Upcoming events include: 

1. Presidents’ Day Parade – 19 February 
2. Confirmations.  Watch your e-mail for 

dates.  The only firm date is for St. 
Veronica – 2 May at 7:30 PM 

Vivat Jesus!!! 
Michael J. Diewald, PFN  
 

Notice of Election 
 
The position of Trustee has been vacated by 
Paul Hannan, PFN, due to his role as Knights of 
Columbus Field Agent.  An election to fill this 
position will be held at our next meeting, 23 
January 2007.   

Our Navigators: 
1996-1996 Richard G. Head, Sr, PSD, CFN 
1996-1997 Richard G. Head, Sr, PSD, CFN 
1997-1998 Ronald J. Savage, PFN 
1998-1999 Anthony J. Ascone, PFN 
1999-2000 Michael J. Diewald, PFN 
2000-2001 James L. Adams, PFN 
2001-2002 Thomas A. Trudeau, PFN 
2002-2003 Paul T. Hannan, PFN 
2003-2004 Alvin E. Grimmig, Jr., PFN 
2004-2005 Paul St. Laurent, PFN 
2005-2006 Michael Sheil, PFN 

2006- Richard (Skip) Coffman  

 
Third Degree Liaisons 

The Assembly maintains communication with its 
assigned Councils via liaisons appointed by the Faithful 
Navigator.  Our liaisons are as follows:  
 
Fr. Robert E. Nudd Jim Frazer, PGK  
Fr. Julius J. Cilinski Joe Beres, PGK 
St. Chung Hasang Bok Hwang, GK 
St. Veronica Mike Diewald, PGK 
St. Clare of Assisi Jason Seiler, PGK 
 

May He Rest in Peace 

It is with great sadness that I inform you of Bishop 
John Kaising’s death.  Bishop Kaising was found 
dead in his residence Monday, January 15, 2007.  It 
is believed that he died Saturday evening.   

He had just returned to DC after spending Christmas 
ministering to our servicemen and women in Korea.  
He was a priest for 44 years, and a priest who lived 
for ministering to those who serve in our Armed 
Forces.  

For the occasion of his Episcopal Ordination, 
Bishop Kaising chose a scripture verse for his 
prayer card, “…I have called you friends because I 
have told you everything I have heard from my 
father” (John 15:15).  He is survived by his sister, 
Marilyn Stockelman. 

Please join with me in praying for the repose of his 
soul and the comforting of his sister in her time of 
morning. 

Funeral arrangements are being made in 
Washington D.C. and Cincinnati, OH.  We will 
notify you once details are finalized. 

Rev. Msgr. James R. Dixon 
Vicar General 
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Office Name Spouse E-mail Phone 

Friar The Rev. Christopher Buckner  bucknercm@earthlink.net (703) 689-4409 
Navigator Richard (Skip) Coffman J’Neane   scoffman@moneymailer.com (703) 631-9405 
Captain Joseph Beres Gerri beresjg@verizon.net (703) 631-4174 
Pilot Jason Seiler Galena jseiler@sejcorp.com (703) 304-6393 
Admiral Michael J. Diewald, PFN Peggy Michael@thediewalds.net (703) 709-9318 
Scribe James Frazer Linda jbfrazer@verizon.net (703) 802-6905 
Purser Kevin Craddock Kathy kevin.craddock@dc.gov (703) 830-1752 
Comptroller Tom Wiedemer  Anne Marie thomas.wiedemer@cgi.com (703) 818-2761 
Inner Sentinel Joseph Choi  josephdchoi54@yahoo.com (703) 821-0861 
Outer Sentinel James Beers Kathleen jimbeers7@verizon.net (703) 830-7229 
Trustee     
Trustee Alvin E. Grimmig, Jr., PFN Debbie grizzwald1@cox.net  (703) 502-0830 
Trustee Paul St. Laurent, PFN  Stlaurentp@aol.com (703) 322-9199 
Commander Michael J. Diewald, PFN Peggy Michael@thediewalds.net (703) 709-9318 

 


